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best literary circles, especially in this city and Boston; that he is a loyal and faithful supporter of the Government, and has, as we believe, labored zealously for the welfare of his regiment, by whom he is highly esteemed; and that he has many friends who are grieved that the utmost rigor of military discipline should be visited on a faithful and sincere public servant.
Mr. Hudson is over fifty years of age, has been nearly three years in the service, and his health is now very much broken. Nevertheless, though as an officer under arrest entitled by law and usage to be confined in his own tent, he has been closely imprisoned with rebels and with the lowest criminals of our army. He has suffered extremely, and cannot, we fear, endure the approaching inclement season. Why then, as no charges have been served on him, is he not entitled to be discharged? He has written a respectful memorial and explanation to Gen'l. Butler, and surely the discipline of the army cannot require his further punishment.
An extract which appeared in the N. Y. Evening Post, May 24th, from a letter written by Mr. Hudson to the editor, is perhaps Gen'l. Butler's real grievance. Mr. Hudson, in his memorial, explains this matter fully, and his assertion of his own innocence of intention, and his assurances that Gen'l. Gillmore had nothing to do with the matter, we believe to be entitled to full credit. We cannot therefore but consider it a great hardship if Mr. Hudson should be made the victim of any differences between Generals Butler and Gillmore.
We appeal then to you, Sir, in confidence that you will exercise your authority to set Mr. Hudson free.
All which is respectfully submitted.
WM. C. BBTANT, HENRY J. RAYMOND, PARKH GODWIN, THOMAS MCGBATH, WM. CURTIS NOTES, A. A. Low, S. B. CHITTENDEN, W. E. DODGE, PETEB COOPER, T. B. CODDINGTON
From General Weifael
PHTVATB.   October ZQth, 1864
Major General B. F. BUTLER, Comdg. Army of the James
MY DEAR GENERAL: I do not wish for a moment that you would think that I would not do anything with pleasure and to the best of my ability that you desire me to do, and in order that you may understand me fully and correctly, I have concluded to write this.